Grade 11 English

The Awakening Discussion Topics and Questions

1. On several occasions at Grande Isle, Edna spots the two lovers, followed by the woman in black.  What role do these 
minor characters play?  What is their connection to Edna?
2. Edna first considers her sketching and painting mere “dabbling” but by the end of the novel she is selling her work.  What is the significance of art and the artist in Chopin’s novel?  Consider Edna’s developing relationship with Mademoiselle Reisz.

3. Throughout Chopin’s story, the author includes images of birds and wings.  Trace and discuss the references to freedom and flight in The Awakening.

4. Even before Adele’s entreaty to “Remember the children,” mothers and their offspring are central to the plot of The Awakening.  Why does Chopin focus on this topic?

5. Compare Edna’s relationship with Robert Lebrun to her affair with Alcee Arobin.  What does each man provide?  What is the irony in these relationships?

6. Edna refuses to “sacrifice herself for her children,” yet, because she cannot give them what they need, she takes her own life.  Do you agree with this statement?  Is this not a sacrifice?  Discuss Edna’s paradox.

7. At the end of the novel, Edna’s “sense of reality had gone out of her life; she had abandoned herself to Fate, and awaited the consequences with indifference”.  Is Edna’s final decision to walk into the water of Grande Isle a matter of free-will, or something else?  Explain.

8. Virgina Woolf wrote in 1931, “Killing the Angel in the House was part of the occupation of the woman writer.”  How does her claim apply to Kate Chopin and The Awakening?
