English 11 Honors




Name _______________________________

The Scarlet Letter Analytical Essay

Directions:  Now that you have finished reading The Scarlet Letter you will write an essay in which you will analyze some aspect from the novel. Choose one of the topics below to turn into a 3-5 page essay. 

Topic due:            _____________________           Rough draft due: _____________________
Outline due:         _____________________
    Final draft due:    ____________________

1.  Do you consider Hester to be a strong female character? Is The Scarlet Letter a feminist novel? You will need to provide, first, your own definition of the term “feminist” before you move on to your argument about the topic.

2.  What is the significance of nature in The Scarlet Letter? What are some of the ways in which Hawthorne use aspects of nature or natural settings in the novel, and what do you make of these representations?

3.  What do you make of Hawthorne’s character Pearl? Although she at first appears to be a secondary character in the novel, Pearl figures significantly into many of the novel’s key narrative events. How do Pearl’s actions represent her distinct identity? What is Pearl’s significance in the novel as a whole?
4.  How does Hawthorne use a motif to develop a theme in The Scarlet Letter?  Show how the object of the motif reappears throughout the novel and how it develops the theme over the course of the story.  
5.  Consider Dimmesdale’s reputation and actions over the course of the story.  What concept does Dimmesdale represent?  How does Hawthorne develop Arthur Dimmesdale to develop a theme in the novel?

6.  Many scholars believe that Nathaniel Hawthorne suffered from “inherited guilt” due to his ancestry and his connection to the brutal judgments passed down on innocent women during the Salem Witch Trials.  How is The Scarlet Letter a purging of Hawthorne’s inherited guilt?  In other words, how does Hawthorne use fiction to make social commentary on Puritan society, law and systems of belief? 

7.  Consider Roger Chillingworth’s transformation over the course of the story.  How is it connected to the Black Man and Faustian Legend?  What concept does Chillingworth represent?  How does Hawthorne develop Roger Chillingworth to develop a theme in the novel?

8.  What statement is Nathaniel Hawthorne making about sin and the effect one’s sins have on the individual?  Is he making a statement about sin and the effect one’s sins have on society?  Write an essay discussing the consequences of sin.

Whichever topic you choose, your essay must include:

• 
 Proper MLA format (for help consult http://owl.english.purdue.edu) 

• 
 A well-written introduction following the funnel effect (see notes and rubric)

• 
 At least ONE quotation in EACH body paragraph

• 
  A conclusion that also follows the funnel effect which restates your thesis and sums up your 
main ideas

•  
A work cited page written in proper MLA format
Don’t forget:
•
An analytical paper is NEVER written in the first person (it never uses “I”, “me”, or “my”)

•
English essays are always written in the present tense even if the events you are discussing 
happened in the past

•
Be aware of the Seven Deadly Sins of Writing!

•
Proofread! Homophones (like hour/our) count as spelling errors!

(  Essays must be at least three pages typed, double-spaced, 12-point font (Times New Roman or Arial) with 1” margins.

