Name:__________________________________

English 12 College Prep

Fahrenheit 451 & V for Vendetta

Analytical Essay on Dystopian Society

Directions:  Now that you have reviewed Fahrenheit 451, watched V for Vendetta, and discussed aspects of dystopian fiction you will write an essay in which you will analyze some aspect from  the novel Fahrenheit 451 or the film V for Vendetta. Choose one of the topics below to turn into a 3-5 page essay. 

Topic due:            _____________________

Outline due:         _____________________

Rough draft due: _____________________

Final draft due:    ____________________

Topics:

· Fahrenheit 451 is a novel centered on the conflict: individual versus dystopia. Explain how author Ray Bradbury incorporates three important traits of dystopian fiction in the novel.  What is the purpose of emphasizing these dystopian traits in the story? What theme is ultimately revealed through the protagonist’s experience with these aspects of society? HINT:  Your thesis should indicate that the protagonist’s encounters with these principles are crucial to a lesson the reader discovers.

· V for Vendetta is a film centered on the conflict: individual versus dystopia. Explain how director James McTeigue incorporates three important traits of dystopian fiction in the film.  What is the purpose of emphasizing these dystopian traits in the story?  What theme is ultimately revealed through the protagonist’s experience with these aspects of society? HINT:  Your thesis should indicate that the protagonist’s encounters with these traits are crucial to a lesson the reader discovers.

· Discuss the role of women in V for Vendetta or Fahrenheit 451.  Think about how they are depicted, what happens to them in the narrative, and what these characters contribute to the story as a whole.  What message is ultimately revealed to the reader through the development of these characters?

· Discuss the importance of V’s true identity in the novel.  Why would Evey decide to not look at his real face?  What does this imply about the role of V within the society depicted in the novel?

Hint:  Identify at least three separate and specific moments in which V’s identity is questioned or a point of major concern.

· The following prompt may apply to Fahrenheit 451 or V for Vendetta:

      How does the author or director use specific images or symbols to develop a central 
theme in the story?

V for Vendetta:  Consider masks, roses, propaganda (Faith through Unity…), fire / 

fireworks, the dominoes

Fahrenheit 451:  Consider the fire, the river, the hound, etc.

· Many readers / viewers find V to be a complex character.  Some of his deeds are noble, while others are monstrous.  V makes a threat to carry out one specific event on November 5th the following year.  He then proceeds to carry out a string of assassinations as a Vendetta against his enemies.  Is V a hero or a villain?

Hint:  Once you take a side and present you argument, your thesis should include why McTeigue would develop him as either a hero or villain. What ultimate message is revealed?

Whichever topic you choose, your essay must include:

· Proper MLA format (for help consult http://owl.english.purdue.edu) 

· A well-written introduction following the funnel effect (see notes and rubric)

· At least ONE quotation in EACH body paragraph

· A conclusion that also follows the funnel effect which restates your thesis and sums up your main ideas

· A work cited page written in proper MLA format

Don’t forget:

· An analytical paper is NEVER written in the first person (it never uses “I”, “me”, or “my”)

· English essays are always written in the present tense even if the events you are discussing happened in the past

· Be aware of the Seven Deadly Sins of Writing!

· Proofread! Homophones (like hour/our) count as spelling errors!

( Essays must be at least three pages typed, double-spaced, 12-point font (Times New Roman or Arial) with 1” margins.

