English 11 Honors / Mr. Mahoney             
                 Name: ________________________

Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS – Chapters 1-9
Directions: Please answer the following questions in your notebooks as you read the novel. In addition to writing in complete sentences, be sure to include textual details and cite relevant quotations with page numbers.

Chapters 1-3

1. Why are the women annoyed when Janie walks by them?
2. What does Phoeby take to Janie?
3. How long has Janie been away?
4. Put Janie’s comment into your own words: “You can tell ‘em what Ah say if you wants to. Dat’s just de same as me ‘cause mah tongue is in my friend’s mouf.”
5. Who are the Washburns?
6. Why did the sheriff send the bloodhounds after Janie’s father?
7. Why doesn’t Nanny like Johnny Taylor?
8. Why did the mistress of the plantation slap Nanny?
9. Why does Nanny arrange for Janie to marry Logan Killicks?
10. Why does Janie go to see Nanny with a long face two and half months after her wedding?
11. Do you agree with Nanny that there are more important reasons to marry than for love? Should Janie try to make herself content with Killicks?
12. Prediction: At the beginning of the novel, readers are told that Janie has just come back from burying the dead. Who do you suppose these “sudden dead” might be?
Chapters 4-5
1. Why does Logan decide to buy another mule?
2. Where is Joe Starks going when he stops at Janie’s for a drink?
3. “Janie pulled back a long time because [Jody] did not represent sun-up and pollen and blooming trees, but he spoke for far horizon.” Why does Janie hesitate to go with Jody, and why does she decide to go?
4. Why does Logan threaten to take an ax and kill Janie?
5. Why is the town where Jody and Janie settled called “Eatonville”?
6. Why does Joe go to see Captain Eaton?
7. What does Joe order to be built before he and Janie have a house?
8. How does Jody get to be mayor, and why doesn’t Janie say a few words to the crowd?
9. For what purpose does Jody organize a barbeque?
10. What id Jody’s new house like?
11. What sorts of spittoons does Jody get himself and Janie?
12. Why did Jody run Henry Pitts out of town?
13. List three reasons the town has some bad feelings about their mayor.
14. Do you agree with Sam Watson that the town would be nothing if it weren’t for Jody?
15. Prediction: Will Janie, or anyone else, ever challenge Joe?
Chapter 6
1. What did the “mule-talkers” talk about?
2. Why doesn’t Janie share stories she thinks up about the mule?
3. Why does Janie hate working in the store and post office?
4. Why does Jody insist that Janie keep her hair up in a head-rag?
5. Why does Jody buy the mule?
6. Describe the “dragging out” for the mule.
7. At the mule’s dragging out, who questions, “What killed this man” and who answers, “Bare, bare fat.”
8. Why is Janie in a bad mood after the dragging out?
9. Why do Sam Watson and Lige Moss argue endlessly – a “contest in hyperbole”?
10. Briefly explain the two sides of the argument about what keeps a man from getting burned on a stove.
11. What is shown in the picture displayed at Hall’s filling station?
12. How do Jim and Dave compete for Daisy?
13. How does the appearance of Mrs. Bogle at the store cause an argument between Jody and Janie?
14. When Janie is 24, why does Jody strike her?
15. Who does Jody “bait” Mrs. Robbins?
16. What does Janie tell the men who are discussing how Tony should handle his wife?
17. Why do you think Janie decides to join in the men’s conversation about Tony’s wife – something “she has never done before”?
18. Prediction: How long will Jody and Janie’s marriage last? Why?
Chapter 7-9
1. What scene does Janie imagine to help her deal with her loneliness?
2. Why does Jody make fun of Janie’s body more often as the years go on?
3. What chain of events is set off when Janie cuts the tobacco crookedly?
4. Why does Jody start seeing the root doctor and other people he would never have had anything to do with in the past?
5. When Jody gets sick, whom does he refuse to let in the sickroom?
6. What does the doctor from Orlando say could have saved Jody?
7. What does Janie tell Jody right before he dies?
8. What is the only change people see in Janie right after Jody’s death?
9. Why do so many well-wishers show up after Jody’s death and tell Janie she needs a man to take care of her?
10. Who is Hezekiah and how does he help Janie?
11. Who encourages Janie to take interest in the undertaker?
12. Why do you think Janie said the things she did right before Jody died? Was she wrong to upset him on his deathbed?
13. Prediction: What sort of man would interest Janie?
