English 11 Honors




Name _______________________________
The Great Gatsby Analytical Essay

Directions:  Now that you have finished reading The Great Gatsby you will write an essay in which you will analyze some aspect from the novel. Choose one of the topics below to turn into a 3-5 page essay. 

Topic due:            _____________________           Rough draft due: _____________________
Outline due:         _____________________
    Final draft due:    ____________________

1. In class, we discussed the idea of “the American Dream.”  Fitzgerald considered naming his book “The American Dream” before ultimately deciding on The Great Gatsby. How is “the American Dream” represented in The Great Gatsby?  What is Fitzgerald’s message in regard to this topic?  Develop a clear thesis and support it.

2.  Magicians are often referred to as “The Great ________” (i.e. The Great Houdini). Considering this aspect of the word “great,” how is the title The Great Gatsby an appropriate title? How is Gatsby “great”? Focus on more than Gatsby’s new identity, but you certainly should bring that in as a point. Develop a clear thesis and support it.

3.  “Satire” is defined as “an artistic work in which human vice or folly is attacked through irony, derision, and wit” (“satire” American Heritage). How is the book The Great Gatsby a satire of the Roaring Twenties or the Jazz Age (the 1920s)? Develop a clear thesis and support it.

4.  Discuss Fitzgerald’s use of imagery, color or symbolism.  How does he use these literary elements to develop Nick’s perspective and to develop a central theme in The Great Gatsby?  Be specific.  Develop a clear thesis and support it.

5. A “motif” is a recurring object, concept or structure in a work of literature.  A motif may also be two contrasting elements in a work, such as good and evil.  Consider how Fitzgerald uses references to the east and west in the novel?  What theme is developed through Fitzgerald’s use of the east and the west in this novel?  Develop a clear thesis and support it.
6.  Discuss the character of Daisy Buchanan. Is she a noble character or is she dishonorable? Is the reader supposed to feel sympathy for her?  What seems to be her major motivation in life? How does that motivation affect her? Is Daisy Buchanan a symbol?  What does she represent and how is this representation linked to the author’s message? Develop a clear thesis statement and support it.

7.  Tom Buchanan is a man who values power. To what extent does he value power over others, and how does this manifest itself throughout the book? Is Tom Buchanan a symbol?  What does he represent and how is this representation linked to the author’s message?  Develop a clear thesis and support it.

8. Consider Nick’s role in this novel. What kind of character is he, and how—if at all—does he affect the action in the novel? What do Nick’s actions reveal about Fitzgerald’s attitude?  Develop a clear thesis and support it.
Whichever topic you choose, your essay must include:

• 
 Proper MLA format (for help consult http://owl.english.purdue.edu) 

• 
 A well-written introduction following the funnel effect (see notes and rubric)

• 
 At least ONE quotation in EACH body paragraph

• 
  A conclusion that also follows the funnel effect which restates your thesis and sums up your 
main ideas

•  
A work cited page written in proper MLA format
Don’t forget:
•
An analytical paper is NEVER written in the first person (it never uses “I”, “me”, or “my”)

•
English essays are always written in the present tense even if the events you are discussing 
happened in the past

•
Be aware of the Seven Deadly Sins of Writing!

•
Proofread! Homophones (like hour/our) count as spelling errors!

(  Essays must be at least three pages typed, double-spaced, 12-point font (Times New Roman or Arial) with 1” margins.

