English 11 Honors




Name _______________________________

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest & Literary Criticism Essay

Directions:  Now that you have finished reading One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, you will write an essay in which you will analyze some aspect from the novel and use a secondary source of literary criticism to support your argument. Choose one of the topics below to turn into a 4-5page essay. 

Topic due:            _____________________           Rough draft due: _____________________

Outline due:         _____________________
    Final draft due:    ____________________

1. Topic of your choice.  For this assignment, it makes sense that each student formulate their own argument based on her/his opinions concerning the central characters, major conflicts, author’s intentions, author’s techniques, and social criticism present in the novel.  Once you have formed an arguable position, craft a thesis statement and research literary criticism in support of your position

2. Fred Madden states, “Emphasis on either McMurphy’s positive character traits or his negative ones is largely responsible for the novel’s continuing controversy.”  He believes, “Readings falls into two camps: one because downplaying of McMurphy’s racism, sexism, and paternalism, proves of him as a vital positive figure and the novel’s hero; the other, condemning McMurphy, attacks Kesey for glorifying a despicable individual.”    Where do you stand on this issue?  Craft an essay either praising McMurphy as a martyr and hero or attacking McMurphy’s status and disproving any contention that he is the hero of this novel.

3. Who is the main protagonist of the novel, McMurphy or Chief Bromden?  Why is important to distinguish between these two characters?

4. Discuss the role of women, specifically Big Nurse Ratched in the novel.  How do they impact the story and the development of the central conflict?

5. Discuss the significance of the Combine.  How is it an outlet for Ken Kesey’s social criticism of America?

Whichever topic you choose, your essay must include:

• 
 Proper MLA format (for help consult http://owl.english.purdue.edu) 

• 
 A well-written introduction following the funnel effect (see notes and rubric)

• 
 At least ONE quotation in EACH body paragraph and use of two direct passages from a piece of

 literary criticism in support of your thesis.

• 
  A conclusion that also follows the funnel effect which restates your thesis and sums up your 
main ideas

•  
A works cited page written in proper MLA format

