Grade 11 Honors English

History of the 1920s Worksheet

Mr. Mahoney

If there is one era in American history that induces people to yearn for time travel it is the 1920s.  Luckily in the 1980s, Professor Emmett Brown made time travel possible with his invention, the flux capacitor and a DeLorean (a fancy car) that runs on uranium.  Get ready to travel to the 1920s.  For this activity you are to research at least five specific aspects of the culture and history of the roaring 1920s in order to prepare for your trip.  Your mission is to acclimate to urban society in this remarkable and distinct time period.   

Step I:  Do your research.  Head to the following website (you may also review others of your choosing) and compile a list of at least 5 important subjects for study.

Consider the following questions:

1. What will you wear?

2. What will you talk about?

3. What will you eat?

4. What will you most likely see that you will want to be familiar with?

5. What type of music is popular?

6. What is happening in politics?

7. What is happening in sports?

8. Who is famous?

History and Culture:  http://www.1920-30.com/
1920s Slang: http://local.aaca.org/bntc/slang/slang.htm

Step II; Write a memoir discussing your preparations.  The night before you are about to embark on your journey into the past, consider the information you have researched in order to make a smooth transition to the past.  

Suggestions:

· Be personal.  You can use the first person.

· Have fun.  Write with a voice and a sense of style.  Feel free to practice using the 1920s dialect.
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